
 
 

 

 

 

Ohio State Legal Services Association 

 

 

Host Site 

Athens, Chillicothe, Marion, Newark, New Philadelphia, Portsmouth, or Steubenville, OH.  

James M. Daniels: jdaniels@oslsa.org   
 

Project Subject 
Removing Barriers to Workforce Re-entry 

 

Experience/Description 
Ohio State Legal Services (OSLSA) has two field programs, Southeastern Ohio Legal Services 

(SEOLS), and Legal Aid Society of Columbus (LASC), which serve 36 counties in Ohio out of eight 

offices.  Seven of those offices cover 35 rural or Appalachian counties. In these counties, the 

addiction epidemic has resulted in more low-income people being involved with the criminal system. 

Additionally, those in recovery often need to seek the sealing of their criminal records or obtain a 

Certificate of Qualification for Employment to improve their employment and housing opportunities.  

 

OSLSA seeks a Rural Summer Legal Corps fellow to work closely with our Court Costs Group made up 

of staff attorneys from our rural offices.  Our Court Costs Group grew out of our 2015 legal needs 

assessment in which 40% of respondents reported having a problem with costs and fines. As part of 

this project, we have learned that our rural courts are unfamiliar with and improperly processing 

Certificates of Qualified Employment (CQE). CQEs allow a person with a criminal record to be hired 

for positions from which they might otherwise be barred.  Often a person not eligible to have their 

record sealed, might be eligible for a CQE. Data from other parts of Ohio is showing that CQEs have 

been quite successful at increasing employment rates among individuals with a criminal record. But 

very few CQEs have been issued in our rural counties. The fellow would support the work of the Court 

Costs Group to address the problem of access in many of our rural courts for individuals seeking to 

improve their lives by getting their records sealed or obtain a CQE and help get the word out to our 

communities about the value of obtaining a CQE. The fellow would experience helping indigents and 

poverty law advocates with legal research and gain experience interviewing, fact gathering, reviewing 

court records, attending court proceedings, and learning the various legal problems with access to 

courts for indigents in different rural courts and clerk of court offices in multiple rural counties. The 

student could work out of any of OSLSA’s seven rural offices: Athens, Chillicothe, Marion, Newark, 

New Philadelphia, Portsmouth, or Steubenville.. 

 

Program-Specific Qualifications 
N/A 
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